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Benefits Improvement and Protection Act of 2000

A physician’s six-month prognosis certification is still required for admis-
sion of aterminally ill person to hospice. However, the Benefits Improvement and
Protection Act of 2000 clarifiesand emphasizesthat areferring physician’s certi-
fication is based upon “best clinical judgment.”

Thisis apowerful message. It assures physiciansthat certainty of
prognosisis not expected.

Indeed, the Medicare Hospice Benefit was structured to allow flexibility
and “best clinical judgment.” A terminally ill patient must “elect”, or choose, hos-
picecare. Election periods consist of two 90-day periods (six months), followed by
unlimited 60-day election periods. Therefore, the patient may be cared for by hos-
pice even longer than six months, if, in the physician’s “best clinical judgment” at
the beginning of each election period, the patient hasalimited life expectancy if the
disease follows an expected course.
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